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Overview

• The wider context for local population change is that the 

national population continues to grow, age and diversify

• Also, if ‘local’ is seen as Lower Tier Local Authority scale (or 

below as LTLAs range from 2k to 1,134k people), then three 

further dimensions come into play that change over time:

- International inflows and outflows are unevenly distributed over 

space and patterns can also vary over time (e.g. A8 from 2004)

- Internal migration ditto: North/South drift fading, Urban to Rural 

continuing, HE-related migration rising for school leavers

- Residential mobility has been declining for all ages except young 

adults and especially in the private rented sector which has aged

• So there are many powerful currents impacting on places 

and/or being attracted or diverted, e.g. by place-related policy

• Now for some numbers to illustrate these points, mainly from 

Censuses and the (as yet unrevised) mid-year estimates

• Adding up to big challenges for researchers & policy makers 

in anticipating future trends, and not just due to COVID



The national (England & Wales) context 

for local population change

The population continues to: 

• grow: Total population up 6.3% 2011-2021, cf. 7.8% 2001-2011

• age: Those aged 65+ comprised 18.6% in 2021, cf 16.4% 2011

• diversify: Non-white ethnic groups comprised 18.3% of total 

population in 2021, cf 14.0% in 2011

Other indicators of diversification include family/household 

composition and socio-economic characteristics e.g. deprivation

Source: Population Censuses of England and Wales. See ONS’s many reports 

of 2021 Census results, several with direct comparisons with 2011. Also for 

longer-term trends and the broader picture, see Champion & Falkingham (eds.) 

Population Change in the UK, Rowman & Littlefield, 2016.



The challenge of place variation

An analogy with waves on the sea shore? Powerful demographic 

currents break on to an uneven beach where different parts may 

attract, repel or divert … leading to a wide range of outcomes:

Highest growth rate 2011-2021 Lowest growth rate 2011-2021

Rank LTLA name % Rank LTLA name %

1 Tower Hamlets 22.0 331 Kensington & Chelsea -9.0

2 Dartford 19.6 330 Westminster -6.6

3 Cambridge 17.9 329 Ceredigion -6.2

4 Bedford 17.7 328 Richmondshire -5.5

5 Peterborough 17.3 327 Copeland -4.9

6 Barking and Dagenham 16.8 326 Camden -4.4

7 City of London 16.3 325 Blaenau Gwent -4.0

8 Tewkesbury 16.0 324 Gwynedd -3.7

9 Central Bedfordshire 15.6 323 Barrow-in-Furness -2.4

10 Salford 15.5 322 Gateshead -2.1

Source: Calculated from ONS census-adjusted mid year estimates for 2011 and 2021



The challenge of place variation over time

Continuing the analogy…As the currents alter in nature and strength 
and the beach changes in shape. Just the tip of the iceberg here!

Source: Calculated from ONS census-adjusted mid year estimates for 2001, 2011 and 2021
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Seeking broader dimensions of change - 1

Clearly, a bewildering variety of experiences for the individual LTLAs, 
so generalise via SOCR classification, showing North/South contrast, 
London slipping & S&E Towns & Rural rising against trend
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Seeking broader dimensions of change - 2

…OR via hybrid (OPCS+) typology: (1) fastest growth 2011-21 for 
New Towns, Outer London & Urban/Rural, slowest for Resort etc, 
Industrial, and Other Met LAs; (2) biggest slippage 2000s→2010s 
for Inner London and Large Nonmet Cities, but stable or rising for 
New Towns, Urban/Rural and Other Met LAs
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Source: Calculated from ONS census-adjusted mid year estimates for 2001, 2011 and 2021



Seeking broader dimensions of change - 3

…OR via the House of Commons Library typology of settlement 
hierarchy (simplified) – ‘levelling up’ across urban/rural? COVID?
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…but internal migration (in red) offset by the reverse 
pattern of natural change (in green) and international 
migration (in brown)

Annual average rate of change (%) for 2011-2021
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Net urban-to-rural migration fluctuates, but 
still strong except for 17-20 year olds

Source: DEFRA’s calculations based on ONS mid year population estimates dataset, 

to be revised in light of 2021 Census results data (now scheduled for 23 November).

Overall net inflow to Predominantly 
Rural LAs (black line), ditto for all 
ages except 17-20s (in bright green)

Largest net gains for the 2 types of 
Predominantly Rural areas (in green), 

largest loss for London PUA (bottom line)



HE-related moves now a major component of 

the initial urban concentration of young adults

Map below shows the net effect of 
moves from school to university
(red & orange gain, blues lose)

Map below shows net shift
between school and workplace
15 months after graduation (blues lose)

Source: calculations based on the Graduate Outcomes Surveys of 2017/18 and 2018/19 combined 



BUT a long-term decline in moving home
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Looking back to the future?

• Understanding and anticipating local population change clearly 
poses major challenges – that can be illustrated by reference 
to the ‘accuracy’ of previous rounds of official projections

• Example of 2012-based projections for 2021 cf actual 2021:

- for England, 56,962k projected, 56,536k actual = 0.75% lower

- extreme cases of actual lower: Westminster 17.7% below, 
Camden 16.2%, Islington 11.1%, Kingston upon Thames 10.7%

- actual higher than projected: for Cambridge by 14.2%, 
Wychavon by 9.6%, Burnley by 8.8%, Rutland by 8.6%

• Across England’s 309 LTLAs: actual >5% below projected = 27; 
cf actual >5% above projected = 26, i.e. 256 in between

• Why the differences?

- calibration period not recorded accurately enough - migration?

- past not a reliable indicator of future – cycles, Brexit, COVID?

- conscious intervention to alter trend away from projected one?

• Adds up to big challenge for the 2022-based round of SNPP 
– will analysis of the revised post-2011 estimates help?
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Living standards & coping with the cost-of-living crisis: 
An intergenerational perspective

Outline

• Brief intro to the ESRC Connecting Generations research 

programme

• Changing living standards across generations

• Intergenerational support and the cost-of-living crisis



Connecting Generations

The Connecting Generations research programme aims to 

• examine the ways different generations are connected and 
how these connections shape, and are shaped by, social, 
demographic and economic change;

• provide new knowledge on critical policy-relevant questions 
such as:

• fairness between generations at the macro level, 

• community cohesion between younger and older people at the 
meso level and 

• flows of support between individual family members at the micro 
level.



In collaboration with:

In strategic partnership with:

ESRC Centre for Population Change partners:

Connecting Generations: a unique research partnership

Intergenerational Living Innovation Hub 
Stirling and Clackmannanshire City Deal



Connecting Generations: a unique research partnership



Changing living standards across 
generations



Connecting Generations

Theorising generations
The Lexis diagram provides a useful framework for intergenerational 
analysis: generations, life stages, and period effects



Changing living standards across generations
The notion that successive generations will earn more than their parents at the 
same age is being challenged



Changing living standards across generations
Younger cohorts are less likely to own their own home by their thirties



Changing living standards across generations
The share of income spent on housing costs has risen sharply for 
younger cohorts



Source: Berrington (2022) using ONS, 
Labour Force Survey  
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Younger people are more likely to be living with their parents



Changing living standards across generations
Younger cohorts are delaying parenthood: half of women born in 1990 were 
still childless by age 30



Intergenerational support and the 
cost-of-living crisis



Increasing residential age segregation
• Residential age segregation between older (65 and over) and younger adults (25-40) has 

increased in most local authority districts of England and Wales since 1991

• Residential age segregation higher in rural areas, but the most rapid increases in urban areas.

• Where there is reduced interaction between age groups, likely to be a loss of social cohesion.

• Polarisation of local voting patterns by age has implications for local and UK democracy.

Source: Sabater, A. Graham, E. & Finney, N. (2017)



Source: ONS 2021 Census

Household deprivation in England & Wales, 2021



The cost-of-living crisis



The cost-of-living crisis
Households headed by those in middle-age spend the most on energy 



The cost-of-living crisis
But younger adults are finding it more difficult to pay their energy bills



The cost-of-living crisis
Younger adults are far more likely to have no savings to fall back on



The cost-of-living crisis – how are people coping?

• Cutting back on spending

• Reducing energy consumption

• Reducing other consumption, including eating less and /or 
skipping meals

• Using savings

• Increasing debt; using credit cards, overdrafts and missing 
payments

• Support from family and friends





The cost-of-living crisis and intergenerational support



The cost-of-living crisis and intergenerational support



The cost-of-living crisis – early reflections from the ‘mass 
observation study’

• “We have friends who are struggling to find 
somewhere affordable to rent and reluctantly 
house-sharing in their 30s.”

• “The country has been in some form of recession 
or economic crisis for more-or-less my adult life. 
The latest crisis seems to be entrenching all the 
inequalities that were thrown into relief after 2008. 
It certainly makes me nervous about starting a 
family, when our finances feel so contingent and 
childcare is so expensive. “



The cost-of-living crisis – early reflections from the ‘mass 
observation study’

• “One of the reasons I am not feeling the pinch is because 
my mom has been helping me buy food… Initially I didn’t 
want her to give me money but now I accept it. Giving 
me financial assistance makers her happy and helps me.”

• “The childcare I provide saves my son money,  … it’s a 
better way of looking after a 12-year-old in the holidays 
than paying a child minder”

• “Both my husband and I left home at 18. But we have 
nephews & nieces in their 30s who still live at home. 
Buying a house now seems to be an unrealistic dream for 
many without help from parents or grandparents or 
waiting for the older generation to die.”



Connecting Generations

Overarching goal of CG is to
“increase our understanding of the connections and inequalities between 

and within generations so that policy measures and resources can be 
efficiently and fairly allocated, thereby supporting and strengthening 
intergenerational solidarity and reducing inequalities”

To achieve this goal, will require demographers (and 
others) to collect, analyze and interpret increasing 
complex data across a growing array of networks, 
encompassing biological, non-biological and social kin 

There is much to do over the next 50 years of BSPS!



Connecting Generations

Find our more and contact us

Web: http://www.cpc.ac.uk/research_programme/connecting_generations/#Current

Email: cpc@soton.ac.uk

Tel: +44 (0)23 80 592 579

Twitter: @Connecting Gens





Jen Woolford

Director of Population Statistics
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Population Estimation: 
To the Future



Our regular offering

• Annual mid-year population statistics by age and sex for:

• Local Authorities

• Parliamentary Constituencies

• National Parks

• Wards

• Statistical geographies (MSOA, LSOA, OA)

• Characteristics from survey data on household types and 

families, ethnicity, legal partnership status



Products for different users
Data Commentary Exploratory Explanatory

Technical user

Expert analyst

Policy influencer

Information forager

Inquiring citizen

Passive citizen

Personas

These products will be accompanied by supporting information around quality and methods



Interactive products

Census maps Custom area profile How your area has 
changed in 10 years

Census quiz Census analysis Scrolly-telling articles

https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/draw/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/howyourareahaschangedin10yearscensus2021/2022-11-08/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/howyourareahaschangedin10yearscensus2021/2022-11-08/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/playthecensus2021quizhowwelldoyouknowyourarea/2022-12-02#E07000067
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/aboutcensus/censusproducts/analysis
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/articles/morethan1in10addressesusedasholidayhomesinsomeareasofenglandandwales/2023-06-20


Vision

• Help Shape our Future 2018 White Paper

“It is our mission to provide the best insights on population and migration, working 

with other government departments and using a range of new and existing data 

sources to meet the needs of our users.”



Our vision: transforming population and migration statistics

The census gives us a brilliant, detailed snapshot of England and Wales but…

Accuracy declines from census day

Local detail quickly out-of-date

Alternative data sources could provide more frequent, inclusive, and timely statistics:

• Administrative data will be at the core of this system.

• More local information every year, not just once a decade

• More responsive to society’s changing needs

• Population estimates: more consistent level of detail and accuracy over time

• Migration estimates: observed patterns, not stated intentions



How do our admin-based 
population estimates (ABPE) 
stack up at LA level?

• Results are showing potential*
• Demonstrates the need for a 

robust coverage adjustment

*estimates are subject to ongoing revision 

ABPE that includes 

proxy for coverage 

adjustment

ABPE simple model

Current method 

rolled forward from 

2011

SPD without 

adjustment and 

prior to modelling

52

LA Estimates using 
Admin Data (June 
2023)



Accuracy of estimation – LA totals with credible intervals

• We can estimate uncertainty at the LA level as relative uncertainty intervals; in the June 

paper we produced uncertainty estimates for ABPE future estimates* using data from the 

February publication. 

* future estimates = model where we didn’t use Census based MYE 21 as a data input



Accuracy of estimation – example 1 – LA age-specific total with 
credible intervals 

The Swindon ABPE future estimates are 
mostly comparable to the Census 2021 
based MYE.  

Credible intervals become smaller, 
particularly at older ages.
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Accuracy of estimation – example 2 – LA age-specific total with 
credible intervals 

• Estimates are a distribution: provide mean and 95% credible interval [Example: Manchester 

(females)]

• Coherent population, birth, death and migration counts by LA/age/sex/time

Migration: combined migration from 

international, cross-border 

(Scotland and Northern Ireland) 

and internal (elsewhere in England 

and Wales



Estimating population by time of day



Estimating population by time of day

Mobile-derived estimates
Legend shows colour scale of population totals

Mobile-derived estimates vs. Pop24/7
Legend shows colour scale of % differences



June 2023

Small area ABPEs (LSOA)

We have compared our 

ABPEs with Census 2021 

estimates at LSOA level. 

In Newham, approx 75% of 

LSOAs show differences of 

within plus or minus 8% of 

the census estimates.

LSOAs with larger 

differences often include 

CEs



Multivariate data at LA 
level: Blackpool as an 
example

Median occupied address net 
income is similar across most of 
Blackpool’s local areas, with some 
more affluent and deprived areas 
across the city



Admin-based ethnicity and income statistics
What we can do now: We have published the income by ethnicity (see below), and housing by ethnicity (next slide), case studies.

Population Statistics have agreed the data through the consultation. Whilst we can’t guarantee that admin records will continue as is, we 

have a strong input.  

Our admin-based income statistics show local differences in the 
median occupied address net income. Areas like Stratford and 
Canning Town in the west are more affluent than areas in the 
east.

We have cross tabulated information about income with data 
about ethnic group. This shows the variation in the individual 
income distributions across the ethnic groups.



Admin-based ethnicity and housing statistics  

Admin-based ethnic group estimates are broadly 
comparable with 2021 Census estimates. We will 
continue to explore differences and look to use other 
data and methods to adjust for coverage gaps.

We have cross-tabulated information about ethnic group with 
data about housing information such as housing type (as 
shown here). This illustrates that those identifying as Asian are 
more likely to live in terraced accommodation than other 
ethnic groups.





Bridging research and policy
Information and analysis at the 
heart of our parliamentary 
democracy



Information and analysis

• Evidence and research in the House of Commons

• Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology

• House of Commons Library

• Knowledge Exchange Unit

16 November, 2023 64



Evidence and research in the 
House of Commons



What does the UK Parliament do?

• Represents the people

• Checks and challenges the work of the 
Government (scrutiny)

• Makes and changes laws (legislation)

• Debates the important issues of the day 
(debating)

• Checks and approves Government spending 
(taxes and budgets)

Image by Dan Johnston from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/users/ChequeredInk-2062887/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1203181
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=1203181


Evidence-informed policy-making

Research evidence

Population: 
characteristics, 
needs, values, 

preferences

Resources, including 
expertise

Environment and 
organisational context

Decision-making

16 November, 2023 67

Satterfield et al. Milbank Q. 2009 Jun; 87(2): 368–390



Where do MPs get information?

16 November, 2023 68

Sources of 
Information

Constituents

Party ‘machine’
Own staff 
(Research 

Assistants/policy 
advisors)

House of 
Commons

/Lords 
Library

Select Committees

POST

All 
party 

groups

Government

Press/
Journalists

Own 
research –

press, 
books, 

areas of 
interest

Work of the 
House eg: 
Petitions



Who uses research in the UK Parliament?

House of Commons 
select committees

House of Lords
select committees 

Joint select committees

Legislation

House of Commons Library House of Lords Library

POST

Individual MPs and their 
researchers

Individual Peers and their 
researchers

All Party Parliamentary Groups



The process of a Select Committee inquiry

Topic of inquiry 
decided by 

Committee, and 
establish terms of 
reference (TOR)

Launch TOR and 
invite written 
evidence from 

stakeholders, the 
public and the 
Government

Written evidence 
processed and 

published

Oral evidence 
sessions, visits, 

informal 
stakeholder events, 

surveys

Publish report with 
recommendations 
to Government, 2 

months to respond 

70

Background 
research

Library briefings, POST 
Notes etc

Area of Research 
Interest



Select 
committees: 
getting involved

1. Follow committees on Twitter and/or  
sign up to KEU mailing list 
www.parliament.uk/keunews

2. Submit written evidence to relevant 
inquiries (may lead to oral evidence)

3. Watch out for opportunities to be a 
specialist adviser

4. Offer to host a select committee visit, 
or to deliver a private briefing for 
members

https://www.parliament.uk/keunews/
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Cyber Security of Consumer Devices 

 

Internet-connected consumer devices can 
provide economic and social benefits. 

Weaknesses in the cyber security of these 
devices can undermine the privacy and safety 

of individual users, and can be used for large-
scale cyber-attacks. This briefing looks at the 

cyber threats associated with consumer 
devices, their causes, and initiatives to improve 

device security and related challenges. 

 

Overview 

◼  There is a growing UK market for internet-

connected devices such as smart home 

appliances and home monitoring systems. 

◼  The poor cyber security of these devices can 

lead to data loss, privacy infringements, risks to 

physical safety and security, and the widespread 

disruption of online services. 

◼  A lack of economic incentives, fragmented 

industry standards, and some user behaviours 

contribute to poor cyber security.  

◼  The UK Government has produced a voluntary 

Code of Practice for industry, which it may 

decide to enforce through regulation. It is also 

developing a labelling scheme to help inform 

consumers.  

◼  Challenges include the complexity of supply 

chains, difficulties assessing security, and a 

shortage of cyber security expertise. 

 

Background 
An increasing number of consumer devices, including toys, 

TVs and washing machines, can be connected to networks 

such as the internet. Connected devices, together with the 

networks and services they connect to, are often referred to 

as the Internet of Things (IoT).1 Although forecasting the 

growth of the IoT is difficult,2,3 analysis firm Gartner 

suggests that over 13 billion (bn) connected devices could 

be in use by consumers globally by 2020.4 Connected 

consumer devices (Box 1) may offer consumers lower costs, 

greater convenience, and improved quality of life. McKinsey 

estimate that by 2025, consumer IoT systems could 

contribute $200-350 bn (roughly £155-270 bn) per year to 

the global economy via more efficient energy management, 

labour savings due to the automation of household chores, 

and the avoidance of injuries and deaths due to better 

home security.5 However, stakeholders have expressed 

concerns about the poor security of many devices.6-10 

Insecure devices can compromise consumers’ privacy and 

security or be hijacked and used to disrupt others’ use of 

the internet. In 2016, the UK Government committed £1.9 

bn to cyber security over five years, as part of its National 

Cyber Security Strategy.11,12 This included an objective for 

most new online products and services to be cyber secure 

by default by 2021. In March 2018, the Department for 

Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) proposed a 

voluntary Code of Practice for industry to ensure that 

devices are “secure by design”, with strong security built in, 

reducing the onus on consumers to securely configure their 

own devices.13 This code was published in October 2018.14 

Device Adoption 

A 2018 survey of 3,750 consumers by Ofcom found that the 

most common connected devices in the UK include:15   

◼  Smartphones – used by 78% of respondents 

◼  Smart TVs – in 42% of households surveyed 

◼  Wearable devices – in 20% of households, including 

fitness trackers that monitor factors such as physical 

activity and location 

◼  Smart speakers – in 13% of households, which can react 

to voice commands and be used to control other devices. 

Other applications for connected devices include home 

monitoring systems (such as those for heating systems, 

lighting systems, burglar alarms and cameras) and smart 

appliances such as kettles and fridges. These can often be 

remotely monitored or controlled by users for greater 

convenience or security. A 2018 survey of 1,000 consumers 

by the trade body techUK found that ownership of these 

products is growing more slowly than for the most prevalent 

devices (above). Consumers most often cited cost as the 

main barrier to purchasing devices (41%), followed by 

privacy (21%) and cyber security concerns (16%).16 
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By Melanie Gower 

18 March 2022 
Nationality and Borders Bill: 
Progress of the Bill 

  

 Summary 

1 Background 

2 Committee stage 

3 Remaining Commons stages 

4 Lords amendments 

Annex: Public Bill Committee details 
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Research Briefing 

 
By Matthew Keep, 

Daniel Harari, 

Brigid Francis-Devine 

17 March 2022 

Background to Spring 
Statement 2022 

  

 Summary 

1 Introduction 

2 Economic situation 

3 Cost of living: The effect on households 

4 Public finances 

5 Parliament’s fiscal year 
 



Parliamentary Office of Science 
and Technology



Bridging research and policy

• Synthesising research 
evidence into summaries 
accessible to 
parliamentarians

• POSTbriefs

• Direct science advice to 
Parliament

• Training the next generations 
of policy-makers and policy-
wise researchers

• Focus on better use of 
research evidence in 
Parliament

• Organising horizon scanning 
to identify future trends and 
developments

• POSTnotes

• Partnering with academia 
and industry to ensure the 
best available evidence is 
incorporated into policy

• Knowledge Exchange Unit

Partnering Organising

SynthesisingTraining
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  POSTnote 695 

By Howard Ryland, 

Sarah Bunn 

11 May 2023 

 

Reforming the Mental Health Act 
- Approaches to Improve Patient 
Choice 

 

Overview 

• The Mental Health Act 1983 has been criticised as being overly restrictive, 
with inadequate scope for patient choice and autonomy. 

• The Government’s Draft Mental Health Bill proposes reforms to improve 
patient choice. A joint parliamentary committee report on the draft Bill 
recommended further changes to enhance choice, including a statutory duty 
to offer patients advance choice documents. Reports to date suggest that 
advance care planning could offer some benefits, but uptake can be low. 

• Proposals to replace the Nearest Relative who has certain powers under the 
Act, with a Nominated Person of the patient’s choosing, have been widely 
welcomed. There are questions about operationalisation and safeguarding. 

• Alongside the reforms, the Government is piloting ‘culturally appropriate 
advocacy’, which preliminary findings suggest could help advocates better 
support patients from ethnic minority backgrounds. 

• The draft Bill removes learning disabilities and autism as grounds for 
detention under Section 3 of the Act. Stakeholders have raised concerns 
about unintended diversion to more restrictive pathways, such as the criminal 
justice system. 

• A range of stakeholders share the view that careful implementation is needed 
to maximise the benefits of proposed reforms. 

• The Government has not announced when the Bill will be introduced. 
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POSTbrief 50  

 
By David Rapley, 

Jonathan Wentworth 

17 November 2022 

Genome-edited animals 

  

 Glossary of useful terms and abbreviations 

Overview 

1 Background 

2 Genome-edited animals under development 

3 Key Issues 

References 

Contributors 
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• Employment, pay, consumer finance, business support, taxation, pensions, corporate governance

• Parking, local transport, rail, aviation, roads and vehicles, shippingBusiness and Transport

• Financial stats, public spending, local government finances, poverty and wages, skills and training

• UK and international economics, trade policy, state aid, regional developmentEconomic Policy & Statistics

• Prisons, probation, sentencing, police, criminal law, personal injury, anti-social behaviour 

• Human rights, terrorism, extradition, intelligence services, nationality, immigration, asylumHome Affairs

• Defence, NATO, armed forces, nuclear proliferation, arms trading, UK foreign policy

• International law and treaties, , international organisations, countriesInternational Affairs & Defence

• Civil service, central government, elections, political parties

• UK Parliament, constitution, courts, devolution, public inquiriesParliament & Constitution Centre

• Fisheries, marine, agriculture and food, environment policy, water, climate change

• Public health and medicine, planning, energy, telecoms, science and technologyScience & Environment

• Crime, police, health, transport, housing, planning, migration, energy, higher education

• Elections, political parties, pensions, schools, defence, social security, public health, justiceSocial & General Statistics

• Social services, care homes, health services, social security, housing

• Higher and further education, education, child maintenanceSocial Policy
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Research Briefing 

 
By Richard Kelly 

16 June 2023 
Committee of Privileges 

  

 Summary 

1 How are privilege matters raised in the House of Commons? 

2 Boris Johnson referred to the Committee of Privileges 

3 John Nicolson referred to the Committee of Privileges 

4 Select committees and contempts 

5 Committee of Privileges 

6 Matters referred to the Committee of Privileges 
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1.2 Trends 3 
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2 Parliamentary material 7 

2.1 Statements 7 

2.2 Committee report 8 

2.3 PQs 9 

3 Speeches, press releases and news coverage 17 

 
  

 

 
Debate Pack 

16 June 2023 

Number CDP 2023/0137 

 

By Andrew Powell, 

Lorna Booth, 

Nikki Sutherland 

Debate on the UK tech industry 
following London Tech Week 
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Some statistics

• In 2022:
• 18,000 research requests

• 90 legislative briefings

• 1200 topical briefings

• 245 economic indicators

• 270 debate packs

• 40 constituency casework articles

• 150,000 proceedings, questions and papers indexed

• 300,000 subject terms added to business items
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Knowledge Exchange Unit



[title]

GOVERNMENT
UK Parliament e Unit 

84

• Established 2018 

• Support the exchange of information and 

expertise between researchers and the UK 

Parliament 

• Work to diversify the evidence that Parliament 

receives, and to ensure the best available 

research is feeding into the UK Parliament 

• Part of POST 

UK Parliament Knowledge Exchange Unit  



Knowledge Exchange Unit

• Sarah, Siobhan, Sarah and Rakhi: keu@parliament.uk

• Resources: parliament.uk/research-impact

• Weekly round-up: parliament.uk/keunews

• Parliamentary Academic Fellows: parliament.uk/pafs
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Promoting opportunities: I 

@UKParl_Research



Promoting opportunities: II 
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Resources

parliament.uk/research-impact
88



Parliamentary
Academic 
Fellowship
Scheme

POST's Parliamentary Academic Fellowship 
Scheme - UK Parliament

https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/research-impact-at-the-uk-parliament/academic-fellowships/posts-parliamentary-academic-fellowship-scheme/
https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/research-impact-at-the-uk-parliament/academic-fellowships/posts-parliamentary-academic-fellowship-scheme/


[title]

GOVERNMENT

Why engage?

90

• Help to inform democratic debate and scrutiny of government 

• Shape, change and influence the policy agenda and legislation 

• Get a new perspective on your work, grow professional network 

• Raise the profile of your research, broaden its dissemination 

• Build your external credibility 

• Contribute or lead change in an area you feel passionate about 

• Learn new skills and gain insight into how decisions are made 

• Demonstrate impact 



[title]

GOVERNMENT
Top tips for engaging with Parliament 

91

1. Understanding: Know that the body of parliamentary staff is relatively tiny 

2. Building connections: Know that parliamentary staff speak to and know each other and share contacts

3. Timing: Engage early to have more impact

4. Framing: Know the ‘so what’ of your research, and make it clear 

5. Timeliness and relevance: This determines Members’ and staff priorities

6. Audience: Write for an intelligent and informed non-expert audience, and hook them in

7. Language: Make it clear and accessible, avoid jargon, acronyms and heavily politicised language

8. Profile: Make sure your online profile is up to date and findable, if possible, link to a video of you speaking 
about research to a non specialist audience

9. If at first you don’t succeed…

10.It’s not what you know, it’s who you know…and now you know the KEU ☺



Resources for 
engaging with UK 

Parliament 

Online resources and ‘how to’ 
guides: 
www.parliament.uk/research-
impact

Follow the Knowledge Exchange 
Unit: @UKParl_Research 

Get in touch: keu@parliament.uk

Sign-up for our weekly round-ups: 
www.parliament.uk/keunews

http://www.parliament.uk/research-impact
http://www.parliament.uk/research-impact
https://twitter.com/UKParl_Research
mailto:keu@parliament.uk


16 November, 2023 93

commonslibrary.parliament.uk



16 November, 2023 94

post.parliament.uk
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www.parliament.uk/research-impact



Houses of Commons
Palace of Westminster
Westminster
SW1A 0AA

+44 (0)20 7219 4272
@ukparliament
parliament.uk

Thank you
Subscribe: commonslibrary.parliament.uk

Follow: @commonslibrary
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