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Spatial Distribution of 
Urbanization in China

� Urbanization Rate 
2007=45%

� 14 Provinces＞45%

� Beijing, Shanghai, 
Tianjin＞70%

� Guangdong＞60%

� Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Inner 
Mongolia, North East＞
50%

图例图例图例图例 城镇化率城镇化率城镇化率城镇化率<30%30%-43%43%-50%50%-60%60%-70%>70%
Urbanization by Province 2007



Labor Mobility:
Speciality of China’s Urbanization 

� The rise of urbanization rates in coastal 
provinces comes from the influx of rural 
migrants.

� The rise of urbanization rates in inland 
provinces comes fro the exodus of rural 
migrants.
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Spatial Distribution of Net 
Migration

� Destination: 
Coast

� Origin: 
Inland

Net migration>1million
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Lorenze Curve: Population-Economy

Demographic-economic 
motivations of urbanization
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� Urban Hierarchies 

2007 cf. 1978

Cities         665 2.4 times↑

Towns       19249 7.9 times↑

>2 million     36 2.6 times↑

1-2 million 83 3.4 times↑

Urban Population Distribution

City

58%

Town

22%

County Seat

20%



Dynamics of Urban 
Development in 30 Years

 



Urbanization: Where？？？？

� Cities of various 
sizes and towns 
work 

Distribution of Migration

Distribution of Rural Off-farm Workers

In 2008, the rural off-farm 

workers reached 225 million, 

of whom 140 million or 

62.3% were migrants.

Town
47% City

53%

Central
17%

West
16%

East
67%



Urbanization: Where?

� City size in average is small

city                520,000

county seat      70,000

town                 7,845

418 or 64% of the cities are under size of 500,000 of population



Challenges

� Public 
Services for 
Migrants

Urban Population Composition by Hukou

Agricultural
27%

Non-agricultural
73%
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