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future population composition
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Source of data: calculated from the UN World Population Prospects, 2008 revision (http://esa.un.org/unpp/)
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life expectancy at birth, China, 1950-2050

Source of data: calculated from the UN World Population Prospects, 2008 revision (http://esa.un.org/unpp/)

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

1
9

5
0

-1
9

5
5

1
9

5
5

-1
9

6
0

1
9

6
0

-1
9

6
5

1
9

6
5

-1
9

7
0

1
9

7
0

-1
9

7
5

1
9

7
5

-1
9

8
0

1
9

8
0

-1
9

8
5

1
9

8
5

-1
9

9
0

1
9

9
0

-1
9

9
5

1
9

9
5

-2
0

0
0

2
0

0
0

-2
0

0
5

2
0

0
5

-2
0

1
0

2
0

1
0

-2
0

1
5

2
0

1
5

-2
0

2
0

2
0

2
0

-2
0

2
5

2
0

2
5

-2
0

3
0

2
0

3
0

-2
0

3
5

2
0

3
5

-2
0

4
0

2
0

4
0

-2
0

4
5

2
0

4
5

-2
0

5
0

li
fe

 e
x
p

e
c
ta

n
c
y
 a

t 
b
ir

th

Total Male Female



the rise of 80+ and caretaker ratio

Source of data: calculated from the UN World Population Prospects, 2008 revision (http://esa.un.org/unpp/)
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urban pop growth in China

Source of data: calculated from the UN World Urbanisation Prospects, 2009 revision 
(http://esa.un.org/unpd/wup/unup/index_panel1.html)
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migration in China

� how many people are on move in China?

� how many people have moved from one residential

(geographical) location to another in the last one year?

flow mostly from central/western to eastern regions

� how many people have moved alone, and with a 

family member? 

� how many of those moved were males and females? 

� how many people without a “hukou”?

� how many are floating in cities? 



floating population

Source: Zhu, Y (2007) China's floating population and their settlement intention in the cities: Beyond the Hukou reform. 
Habitat International. 31(1): 65-76. 

Zhu’s argument is clear…

“ temporary nature of the floating population is a result of not only the Hukou system, 
but also the combined effects of the intrinsic demand of the industrial society 
for temporary migrants, the household strategy of migrants to diversify and maximize 
economic opportunities and spread economic risk, and certain conditions of the 
current stage of development”



Source: Wong, DFK et al. (2007) Rural migrant workers in urban China: living a marginalised life. International Journal 
of Social Welfare. 16: 32-40. 



Source: Guo, M et al. (2009) The impact of out-migration on the inter-generational support and psychological
wellbeing of older adults in rural China. Ageing and Society. 29: 1085-1104. 

impact of out-migration on elderly in China

� impact substantial, through changes in household 

structure and living arrangements (Guo et al., 2009)

� high % living alone, in empty nest, skip generation 

households (Du et al., 2004)

� impeded all forms of intergenerational exchange

(King & Vullnetari 2006; Wilson 2002)

� evidence of elderly loneliness and abandonment 

(Du et al. 2004)



Source: Guo, M et al. (2009)

Design:
Longitudinal study

Location:
Anhui (high 
out-migration)

Final sample:
1,237 (2nd wave)

Dependent variable:
Psychological wellbeing
(life satisfaction &
depression)



physical & physical & 

mental wellmental well--beingbeing

Household structural 

factors 
e.g. size, composition, 

main income source,

type (nuclear/ joint), 

daughter-in-law, children

Intergenerational factors
e.g. frequency of contact

financial remittance

Motivational (migrant)
type of occupation

level of income, education

age, sex, no. of siblings

Social support and 

network factors
friends, relatives,

community participation

welfare benefits 

occupation

Attitudinal factors (elderly)
cultural belief, aspirations

social norms, values

spatial factors
within or outside province or 

region, physical distance 

btwn migrant and dependents

conceptual framework (draft)

Migration-related factors determining health and wellbeing of elderly dependents


